52    STAY AT SOOR, THE ANCIENT TYRUS.
The town of Soor is situated at the extremity
of a sandy peninsula, extending out to the north-
west for about a mile from the line of the
main coast* The breadth of the isthmus is
about one third of its length ; and at its outer
point, the land on which the town itself stands
becomes wider, stretching itself nearly in
right angles to the naiTOw neck which joins
it to the main, and extending to the north-east
and south-west for about a third of a mile
in each direction.. The whole space which the
town occupies may be, therefore, about a mile
in length, and half a mile in breadth, measuring
from the sea to its inland gate.
It has all the appearance of having been once
an island, and at some distant period was,
perhaps, of greater extent in length than at
present, as from its north-east end extends a
range of fragments of former buildings, beaten
down and now broken over by the waves of the
sea. Its south-western extreme is of natural
rock, as well as all its edge facing outward to
the sea; and the soil of its central parts, where
it is visible by being free of buildings, is of a
sandy nature.
While this small island preserved its original
character, in being detached from the continent
by a strait of nearly half a mile in breadth, no
* situation could be more favourable for maritime